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Grade Level(s):  6-8, 9-12
Subject(s):  Social Studies, English / Language Arts
Cemetery Connection:   Rhone American Cemetery
Fallen Hero Connection:  Technical Sergeant Bernard Fox

Activity: 511 Days of Combat: From Sicily to 
Munich with the Fighting Thunderbirds

Guiding question: 
What was the contribution of the 45th Infantry Division to 
World War II?
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Overview
Using interactive technology from the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, primary source newspapers, 
cartoons, and sketches from the 45th Infantry Division, and 
secondary accounts of the campaign from historians and 
archivists, students will follow the path of the 45th Infantry 
Division from Sicily to Munich. Students will examine key 
battles in which the 45th Infantry Division fought, and discuss 
how this experience impacted the soldiers.

Historical Context
The invasion of Sicily was the first foothold into mainland 
Europe for the Allies. The four amphibious invasions the 45th 
Infantry Division participated in provided vital information for 
Allied command. The bitter fighting in Italy kept the battle-
hardened Germans engaged and prevented them from shift-
ing troops north when the Allies invaded Normandy. Though 
often overlooked or dismissed in favor of battles in Northern 
Europe or the Pacific, the campaigns in the Mediterranean 
allowed the Allies to push the Germans out of Italy and south-
ern France and link up with troops from northern Europe to advance into Germany. The libera-
tion of the Dachau Concentration Camp provided Allied command the opportunity to invite 
reporters into Germany to document the Nazi atrocities.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

• Describe the role the 45th Infantry Division played in the Mediterranean Theatre;

• Analyze and compare primary and secondary sources from World War II to understand the role  
of the 45th Infantry Division and the importance of the Mediterranean campaign;

• Understand the importance of the Mediterranean theatre and how it contributed to the 
outcome of the war; and

• Understand the importance of the liberation of Dachau and how it shaped the purpose of the 
war for the men in the 45th Infantry Division.

 “The campaign in the 
Mediterranean is the 
most overlooked and 

underappreciated aspect of 
the war. The 45th Infantry 
Division was engaged in 

combat more than any other 
infantry division in the war, 
but their accomplishments 

are often overlooked because 
of where they fought.”
—  Amanda Kordeliski

Kordeliski teaches at Norman North High 
School in Norman, Oklahoma.

http://abmceducation.org
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Standards Connections 
Connections to Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or sec-
ondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or 
purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

Connections to C3 Framework
D2.His.1.6-8. Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical 
contexts.

D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the 
developments they shaped, are seen as historically significant.

D2.His.11.9-12. Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific historical inquiry based on 
their maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose.

D3.2.9-12. Evaluate the credibility of a source by examining how experts value the source. 

Documents Used ★ indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources
45th Division News, August 17, 1943
45th Infantry Museum Archives

45th Division News, February 22, 1944
45th Infantry Museum Archives

45th Division News, September 6, 1944
45th Infantry Museum Archives

http://abmceducation.org
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45th Division News, May 13, 1945
45th Infantry Museum Archives

45th Division News, July 10, 1945
45th Infantry Museum Archives

Brummett Echohawk
Drawing, A Factory Charge, February 11, 1944
Brummett Echohawk Collection, 45th Infantry Museum

Bill Mauldin, Cartoon, Bath in 15 Minutes
Bill Mauldin Collection, 45th Infantry Division Museum

Photograph, Dachau: Dead Awaiting Cremation 30 Apr 45
45th Infantry Division Museum, Dachau Collection

Photograph, Allied Forces Land in Southern France, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (SC-1781)

Secondary Sources
45th Infantry Division
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10006163

Bernard Fox Fallen Hero Profile and Eulogy ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/soldier/bernard-fox#overlay-context=user

Liberating Rome Interactive ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/ROME_web/index.html

“The Liberation of Dachau”
45th Infantry Division Museum
http://45th.45wp.com/Dachau

Naples-Foggia Campaign Interactive ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/BOTA_Web/index.html

http://abmceducation.org
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10006163
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The Sicilian Campaign Interactive ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SC_Web/index.html

World War II: A Visual History ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/WW2/index.html

Materials
• Computer with internet capability to access ABMC Interactives 
• Projector
• Soldier Dossier Cards 
• Newspaper Article Rubric

Lesson Preparation
• Set up classroom technology and test all online resources before class.
• Divide the class into groups of two to four students each. 
• Print and divide the Soldier Dossier Cards so that there is one for every student in the class.
• Print or make available electronically one copy of the primary source documents for each 

student.

Procedure
Activity One: Sicily (30-45 minutes) 

• Project the Sicilian Campaign Interactive on the board and play the prelude video for the class.
• Explore The Sicilian Campaign together as a class or divide into small groups to explore the 

timeline with a group or individual device.

 ◦ Teacher Tip: If students click on the “45” within the legend on the battle map, they can focus 
on only the maneuvers of the 45th Infantry Division for each time period in the campaign. 

 ◦ Teacher Tip: If students explore the timeline individually or in small groups, headphones are 
recommended for the short videos that accompany each time slot.

• Distribute (or share digitally) the 45th Division News, from August 17, 1943, and Bill Mauldin’s 
cartoon, Bath in 15 Minutes.  
 ◦ Ask the students to read the article “Germans Leaving Island of Sicily” from August 17, 1943, 

in the 45th Division News and explore the remaining articles in the paper.

http://abmceducation.org
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/SC_Web/index.html
https://abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/WW2/index.html
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 ◦ Direct students to the Bill Mauldin cartoon on the last page of the newspaper and compare 
to Mauldin’s cartoon, Bath in 15 Minutes. 

 ◦ Ask students, Do these cartoons match the tone of the newspaper? Why or why not?
• View the Aftermath video on The Sicilian Campaign timeline together as a class.

• Ask students, How does the historical importance of the invasion differ from the perspective from 
the newspaper?

• Ask students to synthesize, How did the 45th Infantry Division contribute to the invasion of Sicily? 

• Students whose soldier died during the 1943 Sicily campaign can read aloud the name, rank, 
and date of death of their soldier and post the Soldier Dossier Card at the front of the classroom 
to note those who lost their lives in this phase of the campaign.

Activity Two: Anzio (30-45 minutes)
• Project the Liberating Rome Interactive on the board or share the link with students to examine 

the site on their own device.
• Explore Liberating Rome through the tab marked 5-20 June 1944.

 ◦ Teacher Tip: If students click on the “45” within the legend on the battle map, they can focus 
on only the maneuvers of the 45th Infantry Division for each time period in the campaign.

• Distribute (or share digitally) the Activity Two documents.

 ◦ Ask the students to explore the February 22, 1944, edition of the 45th Division News.

 ◦ Project or distribute Brummett Echohawk’s drawing A Factory Charge that highlights a 
charge the 45th Infantry Division participated in during the Battle of Anzio.

 ◦ Ask students,

 ◦ How is the battle presented in the two primary sources compared to the digital timeline?

 ◦ How do the battle sketches done by infantryman Brummett Echohawk compare to cartoonist 
Bill Mauldin?

• Ask students to synthesize, How did the 45th Infantry Division contribute to the invasion of 
Anzio? 

• Students whose soldier died during the Spring 1944 Anzio campaign can read aloud the name, 
rank, and date of death of their soldier and post the Soldier Dossier Card at the front of the 
classroom to note those who lost their lives in this phase of the campaign.

 ◦ Teacher Tip: It is important for students to understand that reinforcements were continually 
added to each regiment, especially after fierce battles. More than half of the soldiers on the 
Soldier Dossier Cards will have lost their lives by the end of the Anzio campaign. If you feel 
students will lose focus after the death of their soldier, split students into groups and when 

http://abmceducation.org
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you pass out the Soldier Dossier Cards, distribute the Soldier Dossier Cards where every 
group has at least one soldier who survives through the liberation of Dachau.

Activity Three: Operation Dragoon (20 minutes)
• Project the World War II: A Visual History Interactive on the board or share the link with students 

to examine the site on their own device.
 ◦ From the timeline, click the “1944” button and then, “Southern France Campaign.”
 ◦ View the footage of the invasion of southern France.  

• Distribute (or share digitally) the Activity Three documents.

 ◦ Ask the students to explore the September 6, 1944 edition of the 45th Division News.

 ◦ Project photograph Operation Dragoon.  

 ◦ Ask students, Why does Operation Dragoon receive less coverage than the other campaigns? 
Was it less important than Sicily or Anzio?

• Ask students to synthesize, How did the 45th Infantry Division contribute to Operation Dragoon? 

• Examine the Fallen Hero profile and play the eulogy video for Technical Sergeant Bernard Fox.

• Students whose soldier died during Operation Dragoon (August to October 1944) can read 
aloud the name, rank, and date of death of their soldier and post the Soldier Dossier Card at 
the front of the classroom to note those who lost their lives in this phase of the campaign.

Activity Four: Liberation of Dachau (30 minutes)
• Teacher Tip: The following activity contains graphic images and descriptions of Holocaust 

victims and survivors. Viewer discretion is advised.
• Project the “45th Infantry Division” page from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum  

onto the board or share the link with students to examine the site on their own device.
• Project “The Liberation of Dachau” page from the 45th Infantry Division Museum onto the board 

or share the link with students to examine the site on their own devices.
• Project the photograph Dachau: Bodies Awaiting Cremation April 30 1945.
• Distribute (or share digitally) copies of 45th Division News from May 13, 1945. 

 ◦ Ask students, How is the description of the liberation of Dachau treated in comparison to the 
other events from the newspapers? 

• Ask students to synthesize, How did the 45th Infantry Division contribute to the liberation of 
Dachau?

• Students whose soldier died during the campaign to liberate Dachau (April 1945) can read 
aloud the name, rank, and date of death of their soldier and post the Soldier Dossier Card at 
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the front of the classroom to note those who lost their lives in this phase of the campaign.

Activity Five: Munich (15-30 minutes)
• Distribute (or share digitally) copies of 45th Division News from July 10, 1945.
• Ask students to compare July 10 edition of 45th Division News to previous issues. 
• Ask students, 

 ◦ Does the tone of the paper change from the first issue to the last? 
 ◦ Soldiers were ordered to leave Dachau and continue marching to Munich just two days after 

liberating the camp. What is the emotional toll on soldiers to leave behind those at the camp and 
continue fighting?

 ◦ After 511 days of fierce combat, how or why does the liberation of Dachau become the defining 
act of the 45th Infantry Division?

Assessment (50 minutes)
• Students will write a newspaper article in the style of the 45th Division News and reflect on the 

511 days of combat for the division.
 ◦ Teacher can assign an article tied to the Soldier Dossier Card each student carried through-

out the lesson or have students reflect on the entire campaign in the writing piece.

• The Newspaper Article Rubric can be used to score the article.

Methods for Extension
• Students with more interest in the Italian campaign can explore the ABMC Interactives beyond 

the scope of the 45th Infantry Division’s involvement.

• Students who are interested in the liberation of other camps during World War II can read Hell 
Before Their Very Eyes by John C. McManus.

• Students can read more about Lieutenant Colonel Felix Sparks in The Liberator: One World War II 
Soldier’s 500-Day Odyssey by Alex Kershaw.

• Students can explore the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum website.

• Students interested in the Holocaust can read Once by Morris Gleitzman.

• Students interested in the 45th Division News can research Ernie Pyle and investigate how war 
reporting changed during World War II.

• The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas. These 
cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know the 
stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of some of the men and women who 

http://abmceducation.org
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made the ultimate sacrifice, visit www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites.

Adaptations
• Teachers can adapt the project for advanced learners by requiring students to find and evaluate 

at least one additional primary and secondary source for each campaign.

• Teachers can condense the activities by using only the ABMC Interactives or only the 45th 
Division News to cover each stage of the campaign.

• Teachers can have students draw a cartoon in the style of Bill Mauldin or a sketch in the style of 
Brummett Echohawk as an alternative to writing a newspaper article.

• Teachers can change the final assessment to a group activity and have students design the 
front page of a newspaper instead of writing one article. Students can design and publish a 
digital newspaper using free online digital publication resources.

• Teacher can read aloud newspaper excerpts or record newspaper articles as needed for 
students.

http://abmceducation.org
www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites
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Newspaper Article Rubric
Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging

Headline Article has a headline 
that captures the 
reader's attention and 
accurately describes the 
content.

Article has a headline 
that accurately 
describes the content.

Article has a headline 
that does not describe 
the content.

Article is missing a 
headline.

Supporting 
Details

The details in the 
article are clear and 
supportive of the topic.

The details in the article 
are clear but need to be 
developed more. 

Some details may not 
fit in with the topic.

Most details in the 
article are clear. 

Article does not focus 
on the topic well.

The details article are 
neither clear nor related 
to the topic.

Who, What, When, 
Where and How

Article adequately 
addresses the five W's 
(who, what, when, 
where and how).

The article is missing 
one of the five W's.

The article is missing 
two of the 5 W's.

The article is missing 
three or more of the 
five W's.

Lead Sentence Lead sentence grabs 
the reader's attention 
and focuses the reader 
on the topic.

Lead sentence tells 
most important details.

Lead sentence is not 
clearly connected to 
the article.

There is no clear lead 
sentence in the article.

Spelling & 
Grammar

No spelling or 
grammatical errors.

No more than two 
minor  spelling or 
grammatical errors.

No more than three 
spelling or grammatical 
errors.

Multiple spelling or 
grammatical errors.

http://abmceducation.org
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Technical Sergeant Robert Blaine

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Colorado

Date of Death: June 1,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
Private Jose Aragon

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: New Mexico

Date of Death: March 28,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

          
Private Luis Blanco

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: New York

Date of Death: July 29,1943

Awards: Distinguished Service Cross, Purple Heart

          
Private Woodrow Wilson Thomas

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: West Virginia

Date of Death: April 13,1944

Awards: Purple Heart
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Second Lieutenant Alva Conley

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: February 19,1944

Awards: Silver Star, Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
Private Joseph Wiener

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: New York

Date of Death: February 21,1944

          
Technical Fourth Grade John Ayers

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Missouri

Date of Death: February 19,1944

Awards: Silver Star, Purple Heart

          
Private William Campbell

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Virginia

Date of Death: March 28,1944

Awards: Purple Heart
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Private Zeno Babarski

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Wisconsin

Date of Death: June 4,1945

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
Private Charles Finley

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Illinois

Date of Death: February 19,1944

          
Private First Class Patrick McGee

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: February 23,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

          
Sergeant John Bone

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: September 13,1943

Awards: Purple Heart
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Private Francis McCummings

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Maryland

Date of Death: February 29,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
Private Warren Verner

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: North Carolina

Date of Death: February 18,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

          
Second Lieutenant Eugene Swierkocki

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: New York

Date of Death: June 4,1944

          
Private First Class Timothy Kalagher

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Pennsylvania

Date of Death: February 16,1944

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart
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Private William Lenakis

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Ohio

Date of Death: August 29,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
First Lieutenant Neil Mcphail

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Ohio

Date of Death: August 30,1944

Awards: Air Medal with oak leaf cluster

          
Technical Sergeant Bernard Fox

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: New York

Date of Death: August 18,1944

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart with 3 Oak leaf clusters

          
Private Virgil Deems

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: September 5,1944

Awards: Purple Heart
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Private Daniel Devlin

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Pennsylvania

Date of Death: September 30,1944

Awards: Purple Heart
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Soldier Dossier Cards

          
Staff Sergeant George Harris, Jr

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: California

Date of Death: August 19,1944

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart

          
Staff Sergeant Ephrium Rutherford

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Colorado

Date of Death: October 30,1944

          
Technical Fifth Class Frank Ebeling

Unit: 171st Field Artillery Battalion, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Texas

Date of Death: April 26,1945

Awards: Purple Heart
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Private First Class Brummett Echohawk

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: February 13, 2006

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart

Soldier Dossier Cards

          
First Sergeant Herbert Carlton

Unit: 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Oklahoma

Date of Death: October 17,1944

Awards: Purple Heart

          
       

Lieutenant Colonel Felix Sparks

Unit: 157th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Division

Entered Service From: Texas

Date of Death: September 25, 2007

Awards: Silver Star
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45th Division News, August 17, 1943, p. 1 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, August 17, 1943, p. 2 
45th Infantry Museum Archives

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: 511 Days of Combat: From Sicily to Munich with the Fighting Thunderbirds | Handouts

45th Division News, August 17, 1943, p. 3
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, August 17, 1943, p. 4 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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Bill Mauldin, Bath in 15 Minutes 
Bill Mauldin Collection, 45th Infantry Division Museum

http://abmceducation.org


ABMCEDUCATION.ORG 
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Activity: 511 Days of Combat: From Sicily to Munich with the Fighting Thunderbirds | Handouts

45th Division News, February 22, 1944, p. 1 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, February 22, 1944, p. 2 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, February 22, 1944, p. 3 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, February 22, 1944, p. 4 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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Brummett Echohawk, A Factory Charge, February 11, 1944
Brummett Echohawk Collection, 45th Infantry Museum
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45th Division News, September 6, 1944, p. 1 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, September 6, 1944, p. 2 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, September 6, 1944, p. 3 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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45th Division News, September 6, 1944, p. 4 
45th Infantry Museum Archives
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Photograph, Allied Forces Land in Southern France, 1944 
National Archives and Records Administration (SC-1781)
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